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Regional Consultancy Fund for Quality Infrastructure (QI)
in South East Europe (SEE)
The SEE QI Fund is a demand-driven project implemented by the German national metrology institute
Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB). It supports initiatives that foster the integration of the
Western Balkan (WB6) countries into the European Union (EU) common market and other markets, as
facilitated by increased recognition of QI services. With this newsletter we would like to update you
about recent developments within the SEE QI Fund and the ongoing SEE QI Projects and thus inspire
QI-stakeholders about the opportunities and benefits of regional cooperation in this field.

1. INTERVIEW WITH THE PROJECT
COORDINATOR OF THE NEW SEE QI
FUND
After ten years of regional cooperation
between Germany and Quality Infrastructure
(QI) institutions in the Western Balkans, the
German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
commissioned PTB with the implementation
of a new cooperation instrument: the
Regional Consultancy Fund for Quality
Infrastructure, South East Europe (SEE QI
Fund). Stefan Wallerath has been the project
coordinator for the previous regional PTB
cooperation project in the Western Balkans
(WB) since 2013 and he will manage the new
SEE QI Fund as well.
Mr Wallerath, what will change in the new
project?
PTB implemented an earlier regional project in
the WB6 countries from 2006 to 2016 that
focused on regional cooperation in metrology
and accreditation only. Considering the already
delivered capacity building in this field and the
objectives of a wider scope of subjects and
better demand orientation in a future project,
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we decided in consultation with our funding
Ministry to set up a new regional QI Fund.
Projects under the new Fund and activities
within the projects will not be designed by PTB
but shall respond to requests submitted by
partners from the region and thus match their
needs through an increased flexibility.
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What topics are eligible to receive support by
the new SEE QI Fund?

2. SEE QI FUND WEBSITE WENT
ONLINE

The range of topics can be wide and we are
open to suggestions from partners from the
region. It can be related to one of the QI areas
but also to a particular product group or value
chain. However, the challenge and the solution
to the challenge must be QI related,
contributing to the EU accession process,
preferably to Chapter 1 Free Movement of
Goods. And there must be an added value by
addressing this topic jointly at regional level.

PTB set up a website for the SEE QI Fund
that went live in the beginning of 2019.

How will the cooperation between PTB and the
beneficiaries in the framework of SEE QI
Projects look like?
WB6 partners are expected to develop a project
idea in consultation and agreement with two
more partners from the region. Once a “partner
consortium” has contacted us with a draft
project proposal or just a project idea, the
interactive project development process has
already started. PTB can already support the
development of a project proposal by feedback
and advice at an early drafting stage. One
partner from the region must be designated as
the coordinator and contact point for PTB for
this particular SEE QI project. The partners are
expected to provide their own ideas, on which
deliverable shall be provided by PTB.
This requires an active involvement from
partners, but is also an opportunity for them to
shape the project according to their needs and
expectations.
How can people with a project idea contact
you?
They can contact me directly via e-mail at
see@ptb.de or go through the contact person in
their respective country. All contact details of
the country contact person can be found on the
website www.see.ptb.de
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At www.see.ptb.de, interested parties can find
information on the objectives and requirements
of the SEE QI Fund as well as individual SEE
QI projects supported by the German
government.
To subscribe to the SEE QI Newsletter,
click here.
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3. SEE QI CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
WILL BOOST THE QUALITY OF SEE QI
PROJECTS
In December 2018, PTB invited
representatives of the Western Balkan
Ministries responsible for Chapter 1
negotiations to an informational event on
the new SEE QI Fund.
Following the event, the respective Ministries
nominated permanent representatives to the
Consultative Committee of the SEE QI Fund.
Their contact details can be found here.
The Consultative Committee members serve as
contact persons for people and institutions
interested in submitting an SEE QI Project
Proposal to PTB. They are involved in the
approval process of project proposals in order
to ensure that each SEE QI Project is
embedded into the larger QI reform process in
the Western Balkan countries.

Project participants during a witness audit
of an organic beekeeper in Bosnia and Herzegovina
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labelling of organic products, which will enter
into force in 2021.

5. PTB RECEIVED THE FIRST SEE QI
PROJECT PROPOSAL

4. ORGANIC PRODUCTION
STAKEHOLDERS WILL CONTINUE
THEIR COOPERATION

The Institute of Metrology of Bosnia and
Herzegovina was the first Western Balkan
partner to submit a SEE QI project proposal
to PTB under the new SEE QI Fund.

Since 2015 PTB has been supporting SEE
certification and accreditation bodies active in
the area of organic production. A regional
network of QI institutions has been set up with
the aim of ensuring a safe and trustworthy
organic production for consumers. More
information on the outcomes of the cooperation,
such as jointly developed SEE organic
guidelines, can be found here.

They are proposing to conduct an
interlaboratory comparison of small volumes
with partners from South East Europe. Ensuring
the traceability of small volume measurements
is relevant for testing and for medical
laboratories in the Western Balkans as well as
for the healthcare sector in general.
More information on the project proposal can be
found here)

The partners plan to continue their cooperation
with PTB with a focus on adapting the new EU
Regulation 2018/848 on organic production and

Their SEE QI project proposal is currently under
discussion.
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